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Â  A classic developmental skills text for lower-intermediate and intermediate English language

learners,   Fundamentals of English Grammar   is a comprehensive reference grammar as well as a

stimulating and teachable classroom text. Â  While keeping the same basic approach and material

as in earlier editions, the fourth edition more fully develops communicative and interactive

language-learning activities. Some of the new features are:  Innovative Warm-Up exercises that

precede the grammar charts and introduce points to be taught Structure-based listening exercises

ranging from casual speech to more academic content A wide selection of readings that highlight

the target grammar structures Greatly expanded speaking practice with extensive pair, group, and

class work Writing activities with models for students to follow Corpus-informed syllabus that reflects

the discourse patterns of spoken and written English Audio CDs and Listening Script in the back of

the Student Book
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After finishing the Azar books:Will you increase your familiarity with grammar concepts? Absolutely.

You will be introduced to new structures and you will improve your ability to differentiate between

similar structures. Youâ€™ll be exposed to many important grammar terms, and youâ€™ll probably

increase your own grammatical awareness.Will your understanding of English grammar improve?

Probably. With your increased familiarity, English grammar will begin to become more comfortable.

The ample practice exercises will reinforce correct construction, and your ability to reproduce



correct grammar structures will improve.Will your actual grammar improve in â€œreal life?â€•

Possibly, a little bit. There is a good chance that your increased familiarity and understanding will

result in more accurate language production in authentic situations. However, reading grammar

explanations does not offer a realistic understanding of the true meaning of a grammar function.

Similarly, completing out-of-context gap-fill exercises will be unlikely to have a noticeable impact on

your spoken and written accuracy.The bottom line is that the Azar series of books is best used as

supplemental practice to a properly staged and scaffolded general English or grammar course. The

book is not set up to be a grammar course or a grammar self-study course. Its information is

decontextualized, and the lessons are organized by concept rather than in a series of logical and

incremental steps. The information in the book does not build on the information that came before,

rather each chapter is itâ€™s own beast that must be tamed.For students wishing to learn grammar

from a book, I advise that if there is even the tiniest chance to take an English course or find a tutor,

do it.
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